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You see now why I picked a Waco as my example
here, because of the extraordinary availability of factory
records that were kept intact by the company founder
and donated to the Waco type club for preservation
and sharing with modelers and restorers. These records
are only accessible through the National Waco Club
(www. nationalwacoclub.com). There is also an
American Waco Club and a Western Waco Association
who sponsor their own regional fly-ins annually, in addi-
tion to the NWC’s Annual Reunion.

Seeking colors for other makes of vintage aircraft
incurs other challenges not mentioned in the previous
Waco example. Stinson Aircraft Company of Wayne,
MI, was taken over by the Consolidated Vultee
(CONVAIR) Aircraft Company around 1940 or so and
the Stinson records for all their classic cabin mono-
planes. including the iconic Stinson SR-7 to SR-10
“Reliant” or “Gullwing,” were presumably transferred to
CONVAIR in San Diego, CA. The Stinson Gullwing
had an exceptional factory paint scheme whose curva-
ceous trim geometry complemented the equally curva-
ceous geometry of the gull wings on the airplane. The
CONVAIR Company was later taken over by General
Dynamics, which has since been taken over by
Lockheed Martin. Locating the old 1930s Stinson
records (and drawings?) is perhaps a future topic for
treatment by Skyways, unless a reader writes us with
some good news on that subject.

Fairchild Aircraft Company in Hagerstown, MD, was
closed down after cancellation of their last two military
airplane contracts in the late 1980s or early 1990s. There
is a thriving Fairchild museum at the original
Hagerstown airport, perhaps with company sales records
on their very popular models KR-21, KR-31, KR-34.
F-22, F-24. and M-62 series airplanes that are all sought
out by restorers today.

Beech Aircraft Company is still very much alive and
well in Wichita, KS, having survived a marriage and
divorce from Raytheon. They, and the Staggerwing
Foundation Museum in Tullahoma, TN. should be fruit-
ful sources of old sales records with color information.

Howard Aircraft Company of Chicago, 1L, was one of
just two aircraft companies in the U.S. who managed to
go out of business during WW II while holding sizable
aircraft production contracts from the government.
(The other firm was Brewster.) Their loyal followers and
owners support a vibrant type club under the name of
Howard Aircraft Foundation (www.howardaircraft.org).
While they made relatively few different models (all
monoplanes), every one they built, including the mass
produced model DGA-15s used by the Navy in WW TI,
remains a highly prized and highly pampered piece of
aerial transportation today. Their webmistress is prolific
aviation writer Ms. Sparky Barnes Sargent who has
some spectacular photos of restored Howards on the
HAF website in a downloadable format.

Stearman Aircraft Company of Wichita, KS. is a
somewhat tragic case. While the original factory still
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thrives today as the Wichita Division of Boeing Airplane
Company, the early Stearman factory records prior to
WW II were destroyed in a flood in the mid 1930s, leav-
ing the owners of those handsome ‘“‘square tail” pre-
WW II Stearman biplanes. models C-3 and 4, somewhat
orphaned, making restoration of very deteriorated and
abandoned examples rather difficult due to lack of draw-
ings. The Stearman 4Es operated by the Standard Oil
Company during the early *30s are some of the most
colorful and exciting restored airplanes flying today in
the able hands of very devoted owners. There is a thriv-
ing air museum in Wichita which cares for the records of
all aviation firms that have passed from the scene in
Kansas, whose curator is an avid Stearman restorer
himself, named Walter House (whouse2 @cox.net). Walt
is the man to contact to seek any historical info on any
product of the Stearman or Swallow Aircraft Company.

The Curtiss-Wright Corporation is alive and well in
New Jersey, but long ago divested themselves of any
aircraft production. They make aircraft automatic control
system components foday and have advised that they do
not have historical data or drawings on Curtiss-Wright
aircraft. It has been reported to this writer recently that
when Curtiss-Wright closed their former plant in St.
Louis, MO, they ordered all the drawings of their sporty,
formerly Travel Air, biplanes, Models 12, 14, and 16,
destroyed on site. Some color information has been veri-
fied and recorded on C-W aircraft such as that on the
model T-32 Condor Il airliner that we featured in
Skyways Nos. 83 and 84 last year.

Records from other civil aircraft manufacturers of the
1920-1940 period might be found through the Antique
Airplane Assoclation in Blakesburg, 1A. Founder Bob
Taylor and his son Brent carry on the preservation and
dissemination of records of some abandoned type clubs
as well as preserving the records of companies like
Rearwin who made both civil sportplanes and small
radial engines throughout the *30s and into the early
’40s. Bob Taylor is a walking encyclopedia of vintage
civil aircraft, having worked in that industry his whole
adult lite. The annual AAA antique airplane [ly-in for
members only is a real Mecca for the vintage civil
airplane enthusiast. That fly-in is covered by writers of
photo feature stories for aviation history magazines from
all over the world, including Skyways.

[t is anticipated that this broad, unbounded subject of
civil aircraft colors will generate letters and follow-up
feature stories in Skyways, since we have only scratched
the surface of this “most colorful” facet of aviation in the
Golden Age.

References

1. U.S. Civil Aircraft, Volumes 1-9, Joseph Juptner,
McGraw-Hill Publications, NY, NY.

2. Waco Aircraft, The Famous F Series, Raymond H.
Brandly, printed privately, [982.

3. Waco Aircraft, The Versatile Cabin Series,
Raymond H. Brandly, printed privately, 1981. M

JANUARY 2008 9



The GLIDAIR (GLIDDEN COMPANY, Cleveland, Ohio) 1946 chart (see GLIDAIR color chip chart, this issue) included a wide range of
intermixed colors obtained by mixing the standard GLIDAIR colors. Here are the formulas for the GLIDAIR intermixed colors shown on
the color chip chart.

[ Formulas For
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INTERMIXED COLORS

Color

1{2 Parts No. 13 Cub Yellow

1 Part Aeronca Orange

2(8 Parts No. 13 Cub Yellow

1 Part Aeronca Orange

3{16 Parts No. 13 Cub Yellow

1 Part Reronca Orange

4{32 Parts Lioening Yellow
1 Part Stinson Green

5{16 Parts Loening Yellow

1 Part Stinson Green

64 Parts Loening Yellow
1 Part Stinson Green

7{1 Part Lioening Yellow
1 Part Stinson Green

8(2 Parts Stinson Green
1 Part White

9/1 Part Stinson Green
2 Parts White

10/1 Part Stinson Green
1 Part True Blue

11(1 Part Stinson Green
1 Part Insignia Blue

12/1 Part Stinson Green
2 Parts True Blue

29/8 Parts Diana Cream
1 Part No. 13 Cub Yellow
1 Part No. 13 Cub Yellow
1 Part Stinson Green

1 Part Black
1 Part Licening Yellow

31

32{1 Part Stinson Green

(

{

30{1 Part Diana Cream
{

f

11 Part Black

Use These Glidair Standard

No. Colors for Intermixing

Formulas For
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INTERMIXED COLORS

Color

No. Colors for Intermixing

24{1 Part No. 13 Cub Yellow

1 Part Aeronca Orange

23(2 Parts BAeronca Orange
1 Part Stearman Vermillion

22{1 Part Aeronca Orange

Use These Glidair Standard

2 Parts Stearman Vermillion

21 2 Parts Stearman Vermillion
1 Part Tennessee Cub Red

20/2 Parts Insignia Red
1 Part Dark Vermillion

19(8 Parts Dark Vermillion
1 Part Insignia Blue

18/3 Parts New Cub Blue
1 Part True Blue

171 Part New Cub Blue
1 Part True Blue

161 Part True Blue
1 Part White

15

4 Parts Insignia Blue
1 Part Stinson Green

1 Part Stinson Green

13/2 Parts Insignia Blue
1 Part Stinson Green

25(1 Part White
1 Part Black

264 Parts White
1 Part Black

2732 Parts White
1 Part Black

282 Parts White
1 Part Diana Cream

{
{
{
{
{
i
14{4 Parts True Blue
{
{
{
{
\
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